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Advocacy to update national  
Essential Medicines Lists 



Global advocacy 
• Bring attention to specific commodities that are 

not included on many country EMLs. For example: 

… 



Country advocacy: First things first 
• EML Search identifies a gap in national policy 

 



Determining whether to move forward 

• How important is EML inclusion in your country?  
– Will it lead to improved RH access/outcomes in your country? 
– Will the public sector only procure commodities on the EML?  
– Do national guidelines include only commodities on the EML?  
– What other factors affect how important this issue is? 

 
• How likely are you to succeed in the near-term? 

– What is the timeframe/process for updating your country’s 
EML? 

– Is the policy environment favorable? 
– Do you have resources to implement an advocacy strategy? 

 



Developing an advocacy strategy 
Don’t reinvent the wheel.  

Use an existing model like this one from Advance FP: 

Source:  
advancefamilyplanning.org 
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Once it’s on the EML… 

You’re not done yet! 
 

• Follow-up to ensure availability and use of 
the commodity 
– Procurement 
– Provider awareness  

 

• Harmonize with other policies 
– Standard treatment guidelines 
– Pre- and in-service training guidelines 

 



EML Search: 
www.cecinfo.org/emlsearch  

Thank you! 

http://www.cecinfo.org/emlsearch/
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