
2006

/2007



1425–2007.
.

:

2007 .2006.
–.

 /:
.

.  .1647-.

 :63432402)972/970(  :63402402)972/970(
 :ps.gov.pcbs.www://http   :diwan@pcbs.gov.ps



-2007



.

-2006
.

)PNA (
 :

  .
.



)0.0 :(0.05.%

 :*
.



  .

19962000
2004

2006
.

2006

55
5-17)2-14()5-24 (

)15-29(60.

  .  

.

2007



 :13

 :17

1.217

2.217

3.218

4.219

5.221

6.2)15-29 (23

7.2)60(24

8.227

)1 :(33

)2 :(65



13

 :

  .

.

55
5-17)2-14(

)5-24 ()15-29(60 .

  ..

:
.

:
2003

.

:
 .325

40
.

1921
.

15-29)(
60)()2-14 (

.

:13,2388,7814,457.



14

:
 :4:

:
7,056:

- :
)2-14()5-17()5-24.(

-55 :

.
- :.

:
6,182  .

:
- .
-.

)6,182 (
.

:
15-29

)7,056(  .

.

:
)60(

)7,056(  .
.

:
1/11/200620/1/2007  .

10/12/200620/3/2007  .
25/3/2007

Cspro.



15

:

13,2388,7814,457

11,6617,7003,961

88.085.593.1
15-5410,8306,6074,223

10,6486,4744,174

98.398.098.8

10,3185,8954,423

10,2305,8244,406

99.298.899.6
15-297,4704,7002,770

6,4703,8762,594

86.582.593.6
601,7221,137585

1,6551,086569

96.095.597.3



16

 ::

1.2:
:

62.7 %9.0 %
16.1 %12.2 %

)1  .()87.8(%
)99.6(%)68.5(%

)1 :(

62.7 ,

9.0 ,

16.1 , /

12.2 ,

/

:
49.8 %

48.6 %1.6 % .

2.2:
6.35.97.0

)7.1 (
)5.4.(

18.0
18.0 .

4.64.2
5.4.

4.74.65.0
  ..



17

25.3
)28.822.9 (28.2

)31.825.8 (
)2 (5.

)2 :(

27.1

30.1

23.4

26.1

0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32

3.2:

:
10.1%

)12.2 %8.2 (%)11.4 (%)8.2% (
)3 .(

)3 :(

11.4

8.2

12.2

8.2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14



18

:

1018.3 %
20.9 %13.7 %  .

)23.1 (%)12.1  .(%

:

85.7%85.0 %86.9 %  .
)95.8 (%)78.8.(%

4.2:

 :
)15-49 (

50.2 %54.9 %41.7 %
)63.9 (%)36.9  .(%

)24.8.(%

:
) (

98.8%99.7 %
7.8  .  .

)5 (
.

)4 :(

11.1
10.2

9.6
9.1

6.9

5.7

3.4 3.2

2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

:
96.6 %

)98.9 (%)95.2(%)88.7 (%  .
3.4 %



19

)4.8 (%)1.1(%
)11.3.(%

75.9 %) (
15.0 % .

)26.3 (%)12.3 (%.

:
34.1 %

)27.8 (%)44.6 (%
)51.0 (%.

:

30.0 %  .
)29.7 %30.5 (%.

5.2:

:
97.5 %

13.0 .
)0-5 (26.5 %

)38.5(%)10.4.(%

:
11.7 %

)12.1 (%)11.5(%
)15.8 (%  .

14.1 %
)21.4 (%.)6 (

  .

)5 :(/

12.2

15.1

11.4
12.9

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16



20

):(

98.9 %)12-23 (
) (98.7 %) (96.7 %
99.1 %  .96.5%

94.4 %99.4 %
)75.2  .(%)7 ( .

)6 :(12-23

99.4 99.4

96.7 96.6

99.0
98.598.7

98.3

96.4
96.7

94.5

95.0

95.5

96.0

96.5

97.0

97.5

98.0

98.5

99.0

99.5

100.0

)
(

( )

:

101005
)13.2 (%)7.9(%

)29.6 (% .

1.4%
)1.7 (%)1.2 (%)4.9 (% .

2.9%)3.2 (%)2.4(%
)6.4 (% .)8 (

.



21

)7 :() (

10.4

1.4

2.7

10.0

1.5

3.1

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

:

96.0 %96.1 %
95.9 %.

:

94.5  %2-14
  .92.9 %71.4 %

  .2-14
4.7.%

6.2)15-29 (:

:

25
21  .78.2 %

.

:

)15-29 (
29.4 %12.6  .%

)29.5(%
)25.1  .(%

:

17.0 %)15-29 (28.1 %
1.0 %  .

21.0 %9.8.%13.2 %
12.3 %14.2 %.



22

:

31.7 %33.7 %
28.7 %80.7 %49.3 %
.

:

99.6 %)15-19 (
99.7 %)20-29 (

  .69.3 %)66.5 %
74.2 %   .(

:

)91.9 (%)15-19 (
85.6 %

  .34.2 %
)25.7.(%

7.2)60:(

:

9.0 %9.8 %
7.3 %  .18.9 %

12.1 %
.

13.6 %12.6 %
15.4 %  .3.8 %3.6 %

4.3 %.

:

14.8 %60
15.4 %13.3 %  .15.5 %

31.6 %3.3 %)16.4 (%)13.4.(%
64.5 %60

55.1 %72.1 %66.0 %61.6 %.

20.5 %22.3 %
16.8 %.



23

:

31.7 %
34.8 %25.1 %

  .70.0 %
.



27

8.2
2.8 Summary of the Main Indicators Percentages

     

Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian TerritoryIndicator 
2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 

Demographic characteristics

Average household size 7.0 6.2 6.9 5.9 5.5 5.7 6.3 5.7 6.1 

Children less than 5 
years old 18.9 19.1 19.8 16.2 16.7 17.8 17.2 17.6 18.5 

Children less than 15 
years old 48.7 47.8 50.2 43.9 44.1 44.9 45.7 45.8 46.9  15

Persons 65 years and 
over old 2.5 2.6 2.9 3.3 3.3 3.6 3.0 3.0 3.4  65

Women 15-49 years old 43.7 43.3 41.7 46.8 46.6 45.3 45.6 45.4 44.0  15-49

Total Fertility Rates 
(Direct Method)  5.4 5.8 5.4 4.2 4.1 4.5 4.6 4.6 4.9 )

 (

Infant  Mortality Rate  28.8 30.2 27.3 22.9 20.0 24.4 25.3 24.2 25.5 

Under-Five Mortality 
Rate 31.7 34.8 31.2 25.7 23.7 27.2 28.2 28.3 28.7 5

Reported health status, health behavior and health services

Percentage of 
individuals 12 years old 
and over who smoke

14.8 13.9  18.6 22.5 20.3  23.9 19.8 18.1 22.1  12

           - Males 28.9 26.7  35.8 41.5 37.5  43.3 37.0 33.7 40.7               -

           -Females 0.5 0.7 1.2 3.2 2.7 4.3 2.2 2.0 3.2               -

Percentage of Persons 
Reported Suffering 
from at Least One 
Diagnosed Chronic 
Diseases 

8.2 6.0 4.3 11.4 8.1 6.5 10.1 7.7 5.7 

           - Males 7.1 5.0 4.1 8.8 7.5 6.0 8.2 6.6 5.1               -

           -Females 9.4 7.1 4.9 14.0 9.9 7.7 12.2 8.9 6.4               -

Percent of households 
consuming iodized salt 86.9 82.7 16.6 85.0 56.5 47.3 85.7 65.3 37.4 

Maternal and child health    

Family planning           

Percentage of women 
(15-49 years old) 
reporting currently 
using any family 
planning method at the 
time of the survey 

41.7 *43.0 46.1 54.9 *55.0 54.3 50.2 *50.6 51.4 

)15-49 (
) (

*: Percentage does not include pregnant women    :*
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Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian TerritoryIndicator 
2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 

Percentage of women 
(15-49 years old) 
reporting currently 
using any modern 
family planning method 
at the time of the survey 

33.8 31.9 32.7 41.7 40.5 38.8 38.9 37.3 36.7 

)15-49 (
) (

Percentage of women 
(15-49 years old) 
reporting currently 
using IUD at the time of 
the survey 

17.0 16.2 18.5 29.2 28.1 27.9 24.8 23.7 24.6 

)15-49 (

Percentage of women 
(15-49 years old) 
reporting currently 
using Pill at the time of 
the survey 

8.4 6.4 6.0 6.2 6.1 5.7 7.0 6.2 5.8 

)15-49 (

Ante natal care and 
delivery 
Percentage of women 
(less than 55 years old) 
who reported receiving 
ante-natal care with the 
births taking place 
during the past five 
years 

99.1 97.2 98.3 98.7 96.1 94.0 98.8 96.5 95.6 

)55 (

Percentage of births 
taking place in health 
institutions of the All 
Births reported by 
women during the Past 
Five Years 

98.9 99.1 99.2 95.2 94.3 92.3 96.6 96.4 94.8 

Births occurred at home 0.9 0.7 0.8 4.0 4.7 7.7 2.8 3.0 5.2 

Children ever born alive 5.0 4.9 4.8 4.6 4.3 4.4 4.7 4.5 4.6 

 Percent of women (less 
than 55 years) with a 
birth in the past five 
years and reported 
receiving tetanus toxoid 

44.6 33.3 35.7 27.8 43.6 23.0 34.1 37.4 27.5 

Main type of delivery          

Normal delivery 71.5 70.6 71.2 78.5 73.4 72.7 75.9 72.2 72.1 

Caesarian 14.4 12.2 7.8 15.4 13.1 9.4 15.0 12.8 8.8 

Suction and forceps 2.5 2.3 3.1 2.6 3.1 2.3 2.6 2.7 2.7 /

Episeotomy 11.6 14.9 17.9 3.5 10.4 15.4 6.5 12.3 16.4 /

Breastfeeding          

Percent of children who 
breastfed  97.9 95.7 97.8 97.2 95.5 96.2 97.5 95.6 96.8 

Children 0-5 months 
who were exclusively 
breastfed 

27.2 23.5 14.5 25.9 26.8 17.9 26.5 25.4 16.7 0-5

Percent of children 
under five years of age 
whose Immunization 
cards were seen 

62.8 67.7 66.7 69.3 76.9 74.4 66.7 72.9 71.4 

Percent of children )12-23 (
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Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian TerritoryIndicator 
2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 2006 2004 2000 

(12-23) months whose 
cards were seen and 
received 
 Immunized against 
polio (3rd dose) 100 99.7 98.7 98.2 99.4 95.5 98.9 99.5 96.8  )(

Immunized against DPT 
(3rd dose) 100 99.4 89.5 97.8 96.9 87.8 98.7 97.8 88.5  )(

Immunized against 
measles 99.4 98.4 98.4 94.8 93.1 89.4 96.7 95.2 92.9 

Percentage of children 
under 5 years who 
suffer from  

         

Stunting 13.2 11.4 8.3 7.9 8.8 7.0 10.2 9.9 7.5 

 Wasting  1.2 1.8 1.4 1.7 3.4 1.5 1.4 2.8 1.4 

 Under weight  2.4 4.9 2.4 3.2 4.8 2.6 2.9 4.9 2.5 

Support for learning and non-adult care   

Children whose Father 
has Engaged in 1 or 
more Activities to 
Promote Learning 

86.2 N.A N.A 84.7 N.A N.A 85.3 N.A N.A 

Households with 3 or 
more Children’s Books 38.1 N.A N.A 37.0 N.A N.A 37.5 N.A N.A 

Children Less than 5 
Years Left in the Care 
of Other Children 
Under the Age of 10 
years in the Past Week 

14.0 N.A N.A 10.8 N.A N.A 12.2 N.A N.A 

Children 36-59 Months 
Left Alone in the Past 
Week 

2.3 N.A N.A 2.0 N.A N.A 2.2 N.A N.A 
36-59

Children with Birth 
Certificate 98.7 98.9 99.9 94.0 96.9 99.3 96.0 97.7 99.5 

Child Discipline           2-14

Experience 
Psychological 
Aggression as 
punishment

94.1 N.A N.A 92.1 N.A N.A 92.9 N.A N.A 2-14

Experience Minor 
Physical as punishment 77.3 N.A N.A 67.4 N.A N.A 71.4 N.A N.A 2-14

Experience non-violent 
aggression 3.4  N.A N.A 5.5  N.A N.A 4.7 N.A N.A 
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Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian TerritoryIndicator 
2006 2006 2006 

Un- Married Youth 15-29 Years       15-29

Currently enrolled in schools and 
Universities 64.4  55.2  58.8

Illiterate  1.4  0.8  1.0

Currently Working  11.9  23.1  18.7

Appropriate Age for marriage 
for Female according to their 
Opinion

20.5  20.8  20.7

Appropriate Age for marriage 
for Male according to their 
Opinion

24.4  25.3  25.0

They will Choose their Partner  71.2  82.9  78.2

Knows any family planning 
method 85.7  86.8  86.4

Ever Heard about STDs  85.0  90.5  88.3

Currently Smoking  9.8  21.0  17.0   

Persons 60 years and over         60

Illiterate  61.5  56.2  58.0

Currently Working  5.4  11.1  9.2

Live alone  7.3  9.8  9.0

Their Housing conditions is not 
so far good 24.6  16.2  18.9   

Health Status Evaluation:       :

Very good- Excellent  20.7  18.5  19.2   -

Less than good  62.5  59.2  60.3   –

Bad  16.8  22.3  20.5

Suffer from at least one 
disability 13.3  15.4  14.8

Currently Smoking  13.4  16.4  15.5

Suffer from at least one chronic 
disease 61.6  66.0  64.5

Feel that their sons and daughter 
are not care them well 15.4  12.6  13.6

Feel that their sons and daughter 
are not respect them 4.3  3.6  3.8
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)1 :(2006
Table (1): Percentage of Households Using safe Drinking Water, by Region and Governorate, 

2006

Main Source Of Drinking Water
/***

Public Water 
Network

Well inside 
dwelling

Gallons/Minerals 
water**

Others*

TotalUse safe 
drinking 

water

Region and Governorate 

62.79.016.112.2100.087.8Palestinian Territory 

78.013.51.07.5100.092.5West Bank 

65.321.63.110.0100.090.0Jenin

51.323.30.125.3100.074.7Tubas District 

81.816.30.31.6100.098.4Tulkarm 

72.717.00.110.2100.089.8Nablus

62.631.00.36.1100.093.8Qalqiliya 

92.26.80.50.5100.099.5Salfit

93.13.71.22.0100.098.0Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

96.40.00.72.9100.097.1Jericho and Al Aghwar 

95.72.01.90.4100.099.6Jerusalem 

97.01.50.31.2100.098.8Bethlehem  

57.423.70.518.4100.081.6Hebron

33.10.245.521.2100.078.7Gaza Strip 

71.50.214.813.5100.086.5North Gaza 

18.50.153.527.9100.072.1Gaza

18.70.049.831.5100.068.5Deir El-Balah 

38.40.145.615.9100.084.1Khan Yunis 

24.51.164.310.1100.089.8Rafah

7,3161,0461,8781,421100.011,661Number of Households 

 :*/                              .*: Include Tankers, and other sources.                                        
 :**

.
**: Due to high degree of water salinity in Gaza Strip, they 

tend to buy gallons for drinking water.                          
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)2 :(
2006  

Table (2): Percentage Distribution of Households With Toilet, by Sewage System Used, Region 
and Governorate, 2006 

Sewage system

Public SewerCesspoolOther Sources

Total
Number of 
households 
with toilet

Region and Governorate 

49.848.61.6100.011,625Palestinian Territory 

40.059.30.7100.07,669West Bank 

16.583.40.1100.0839Jenin

8.190.61.3100.0150Tubas District 

33.866.00.2100.0568Tulkarm 

51.548.30.2100.01,081Nablus

50.050.00.0100.0304Qalqiliya 

0.599.00.5100.0203Salfit

31.666.51.9100.0936Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

3.695.01.4100.0138Jericho and Al Aghwar 

73.526.20.3100.01,338Jerusalem 

42.557.00.5100.0591Bethlehem  

31.367.11.6100.01,521Hebron

69.027.93.1100.03,956Gaza Strip 

85.811.23.0100.0740North Gaza 

94.84.60.6100.01,395Gaza

65.029.85.2100.0572Deir El-Balah 

3.590.46.1100.0778Khan Yunis 

79.617.43.0100.0471Rafah
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)3 :(2006
 Table (3): Mean Size of Household by Region and Governorate, 2006 

MeanRegion and Governorate 

6.3Palestinian Territory 

5.9West Bank 

5.5Jenin

5.8Tubas District 

5.7Tulkarm 

5.7Nablus

5.8Qalqiliya 

6.1Salfit

6.0Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

6.1Jericho and Al Aghwar 

5.4Jerusalem 

5.7Bethlehem  

6.5Hebron

7.0Gaza Strip 

7.1North Gaza 

7.1Gaza

6.9Deir El-Balah 

6.9Khan Yunis 

7.1Rafah
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)4 :() (
2006

Table (4): Age-Specific Fertility Rates and Total Fertility Rates During the Year Preceding 
Survey, by Region and Type of Locality, 2006 (Direct Method) 

Type of Locality  Region    
   

Age

Camp  Rural  Urban  Gaza 
Strip

West 
Bank

Palestinian
Territory

19-15 65.3 54.6 63.2 67.4 55.2 59.8 15-19

24-20 229.3 237.0 235.3 255.1 220.7 233.3 20-24

29-25 272.3 244.4 247.8 277.9 231.9 248.1 25-29

34-30 228.3 201.5 204.1 235.8 189.0 204.2 30-34

39-35 151.8 132.2 129.6 165.5 116.5 132.8 35-39

44-40 70.7 42.5 48.2 70.3 39.2 49.5 40-44

49-45 5.0 11.4 6.6 10.2 6.4 7.6 45-49
Total Fertility 
Rate 5.1  4.6  4.7  5.4  4.2  4.6
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)5 :()15-54 (
2006

 Table (5): Mean Number of Children Ever Born and Still Alive to Ever Married Women 
 Aged  (15-54) Years by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Mean

Mean number of 
children ever born alive 

Mean number of 
children still alive 

Region and 
Governorate 

4.74.5Palestinian Territory 

4.64.4West Bank 

4.54.3Jenin

4.64.4Tubas District 

4.34.2Tulkarm 

4.44.2Nablus

4.74.5Qalqiliya 

4.64.4Salfit

4.74.5Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

4.74.5Jericho and Al Aghwar 

4.34.1Jerusalem 

4.54.4Bethlehem  

5.04.8Hebron

5.04.7Gaza Strip 

5.04.7North Gaza 

4.94.6Gaza

5.04.7Deir El-Balah 

5.14.9Khan Yunis 

5.04.7Rafah
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)6 :(1000
2005-2006

Table (6): Direct Estimates of Infant and Child Mortality Rates Per 1000 Live Births for Five 
Years Preceding Survey, by Region and Type of Locality, 2005-2006 

Region and Type of Locality Infant  Mortality
5

Under-Five Mortality
Region     

Palestinian Territory  25.34  28.23

West Bank  22.92  25.75

Gaza Strip  28.81  31.76

Type of Locality     

Urban  26.79 29.67  

Rural  26.64 29.85 

Camps  18.97 21.30 
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)7 :()10 (2006
Table (7): Percentage of Persons Aged (10 Years and Over) Who Were Reported as Smokers by 

Sex, Region and Governorate, 2006 

Sex 

MaleFemale Both Sexes 

Region and 
Governorate 

34.72.118.3Palestinian Territory 

38.43.020.9West Bank 

42.62.322.1Jenin

43.02.022.9Tubas District 

40.62.321.4Tulkarm 

38.15.822.3Nablus

43.22.823.1Qalqiliya 

43.80.922.5Salfit

37.72.720.5Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

42.23.121.1Jericho and Al Aghwar 

40.54.422.9Jerusalem 

33.63.018.2Bethlehem  

33.91.318.0Hebron

26.60.5 13.7Gaza Strip 

24.50.612.9North Gaza 

28.70.514.9Gaza

28.60.514.3Deir El-Balah 

23.60.512.1Khan Yunis 

26.40.013.0Rafah

1025,06724,53850,605No. of Persons 10 
years and over 
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)8 :(152006
Table (8): Percentage of Households Consuming Salt with 15PPM of Iodine  

or More by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Percentage of Household 
Consuming Iodized Salt

No. of Households 
Consuming Iodized Salt

Region and Governorate 

85.79,993Palestinian Territory 

85.06,550West Bank 

92.3777Jenin

93.9141Tubas District 

88.7506Tulkarm 

79.9865Nablus

85.6262Qalqiliya 

95.8196Salfit

84.7796Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

86.1119Jericho and Al Aghwar 

82.71,110Jerusalem 

85.7507Bethlehem  

82.81,271Hebron

86.93,443Gaza Strip 

92.6687North Gaza 

85.01,187Gaza

78.8451Deir El-Balah 

87.4681Khan Yunis 

92.7437Rafah
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)9 :()15-49 (2006
Table (9): Percentage of Currently Married Women Aged (15-49) Years Old By Current 

Use of Family Planning Methods by Region and Governorate, 2006 

15-49
Any 

method
Any modern 

method
PillIUDNo. of Women 

15-49 years

Region and 
Governorate 

50.238.97.024.89,447Palestinian Territory 

54.941.76.229.26,052West Bank 

62.647.57.632.6605Jenin

55.846.010.626.5113Tubas District 

55.343.88.825.5431Tulkarm 

59.045.08.429.8850Nablus

63.953.59.133.3231Qalqiliya 

49.139.88.726.2172Salfit

55.844.25.631.3737Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

49.139.18.226.4110Jericho and Al Aghwar 

51.938.74.929.2991Jerusalem 

61.345.47.034.4445Bethlehem  

47.934.33.126.01367Hebron

41.733.88.417.03,395Gaza Strip 

39.133.89.217.6653North Gaza 

44.035.19.817.31251Gaza

46.736.49.217.1467Deir El-Balah 

36.930.25.816.2617Khan Yunis 

40.832.45.715.7407Rafah
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)10 :() (
552006

   Table (10): Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Birth) of Antenatal Care Received by 
Women (Less than 55 Years Old) in the Last Five Years Preceding the Survey by Region and 

Governorate, 2006

Received Antenatal Care status 

Received 
Antenatal Care 

Did not receive 
Antenatal Care 

Total

Total no. of 
Births

Region and 
Governorate 

98.81.2100.06,465Palestinian Territory 

98.71.3100.04,027West Bank 

 /98.11.9100.0465Jenin/ Tubas 

98.61.4100.0284Tulkarm 

99.30.7100.0558Nablus

98.81.2100.0167Qalqiliya 

98.41.6100.0129Salfit

99.20.8100.0483Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

98.71.3100.077Jericho and Al Aghwar 

99.01.0100.0619Jerusalem 

99.60.4100.0270Bethlehem  

97.92.1100.0975Hebron

99.10.9100.02,438Gaza Strip 

98.71.3100.0462North Gaza 

98.61.4100.0917Gaza

100.00.0100.0334Deir El-Balah 

99.30.7100.0431Khan Yunis 

99.30.7100.0294Rafah
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Table (11): Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Birth) During the Last Five Years Preceding 
the Survey by Place of Delivery, Region and Governorate, 2006 

Place of Delivery

Health 
Institutions

 /
At Home/ Other 

Place 

TotalTotal no. of 
Births

Region and 
Governorate 

96.63.4100.06,465Palestinian Territory 

95.24.8100.04,027West Bank 

89.110.9100.0388Jenin

89.610.4100.077Tubas District 

93.07.0100.0284Tulkarm 

97.03.0100.0558Nablus

88.711.3100.0167Qalqiliya 

90.79.3100.0129Salfit

97.32.7100.0483Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

98.71.3100.077Jericho and Al Aghwar 

97.03.0100.0619Jerusalem 

97.82.2100.0270Bethlehem  

96.23.8100.0975Hebron

98.91.1100.02,438Gaza Strip 

99.10.9100.0462North Gaza 

98.41.6100.0917Gaza

98.81.2100.0334Deir El-Balah 

99.10.9100.0431Khan Yunis 

99.30.7100.0294Rafah
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Table (12): Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Birth) in the Last Five Years Preceding the 
Survey, Occurring at Health Institution* by Personnel Assisting Delivery, Region and 

Governorate, 2006 

Personnel Assisting Delivery

Skilled personnelother

TotalNo. of Births 
occurred at 

health
institution

Region and 
Governorate

98.91.1100.06,350Palestinian Territory 

98.61.4100.03,928West Bank 

98.91.1100.0362Jenin

100.00.0100.072Tubas District 

96.13.9100.0279Tulkarm 

99.10.9100.0548Nablus

96.23.8100.0158Qalqiliya 

92.77.3100.0124Salfit

99.60.4100.0477Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

98.71.3100.077Jericho and Al Aghwar 

99.70.3100.0609Jerusalem 

99.20.8100.0265Bethlehem  

98.51.5100.0957Hebron

99.50.5100.02,422Gaza Strip 

99.80.2100.0459North Gaza 

99.01.0100.0911Gaza

99.70.3100.0332Deir El-Balah 

99.80.2100.0428Khan Yunis 

99.70.3100.0292Rafah

  :*
.

*: Includes hospitals, health centers, private  clinics 
and UNRWA centers. 
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Table (13): Percentage Distribution of (Last Birth) in the Last   
 Five Years Preceding the Survey by Type of Delivery, Region and Governorate, 2006 

Type of Deliver              

*
NormalCaesarean 

section
Other*

TotalTotal no. 
of Births

Region and Governorate

75.915.09.1100.06,465Palestinian Territory 

78.515.46.1100.04,027West Bank 

74.717.67.7100.0388Jenin

74.016.99.1100.077Tubas District 

67.417.215.4100.0284Tulkarm 

72.918.38.8100.0558Nablus

83.213.23.6100.0167Qalqiliya 

84.612.33.1100.0129Salfit

81.615.33.1100.0483Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

71.126.32.6100.077Jericho and Al Aghwar 

80.615.53.9100.0619Jerusalem 

82.214.13.7100.0270Bethlehem  

81.812.55.7100.0975Hebron

71.514.414.1100.02,438Gaza Strip 

69.219.511.3100.0462North Gaza 

71.213.815.0100.0917Gaza

68.012.519.5100.0334Deir El-Balah 

76.612.311.1100.0431Khan Yunis 

73.413.313.3100.0294Rafah

 :**: Includes Suction/Forceps, and Episeotomy 
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Table (14): Percentage Distribution of Ever Delivered Women (less than 55 years) Who 
Reported Receiving the Tetanus Toxoid During the Last Pregnancy in the Five Years Preceding 

the Survey by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Received Tetanus Toxoid

At least onceNoneDon’t know
TotalTotal no. of 

Births

Region and 
Governorate 

34.164.01.9100.06,465Palestinian Territory 

27.869.92.3100.04,027West Bank 

45.453.90.7100.0388Jenin

32.767.30.0100.077Tubas District 

30.865.83.4100.0284Tulkarm 

19.776.83.5100.0558Nablus

48.845.95.3100.0167Qalqiliya 

18.779.71.6100.0129Salfit

29.267.03.8100.0483Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

37.060.72.3100.077Jericho and Al 
Aghwar

10.986.72.4100.0619Jerusalem 

25.871.72.5100.0270Bethlehem  

31.567.70.8100.0975Hebron

44.654.21.2100.02,438Gaza Strip 

44.553.61.9100.0462North Gaza 

44.254.51.3100.0917Gaza

51.047.71.3100.0334Deir El-Balah 

40.259.70.1100.0431Khan Yunis 

45.653.70.7100.0294Rafah
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Table (15): Percentage of Births (Last Birth) in the Last Five Years Preceding the Survey by
Consultation Site After Delivery and Region, 2006

Region

Palestinian 
Territory West Bank Gaza Strip 

Post-Natal Care 

19.219.019.5General Practitioner 

71.478.160.7Specialist  

 /22.49.243.6Nurse\ Midwife 

0.10.00.1Daya 

0.30.30.4Other

30.029.730.5Percentage who 
received post natal care 

6,4654,0272,438Total no. of Births 
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Table (16): Percentage Distribution of Births (All Births) in the Last Five Years Preceding the 
Survey, by Weight at Birth, Region and Governorate, 2006 

Weight in Grams at Birth 

2,500 4,000 

Below 2,500 

2,500 –
3,9994,000 and 

Over

Weighed at 
Birth

Number of 
Births

weighted 

Region and 
Governorate 

7.380.911.899.512,197Palestinian Territory 

7.581.411.199.27,135West Bank 

 /6.581.412.197.7797Jenin/ Tubas  

5.780.813.5100.0490Tulkarm 

7.180.512.498.4966Nablus

 /5.077.617.499.1542Qalqiliya/ Salfit 

6.382.111.699.9885Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

5.183.311.6100.0137Jericho and Al Aghwar 

8.682.68.899.91,041Jerusalem 

8.580.910.699.4469Bethlehem  

9.282.28.699.21,808Hebron

7.080.212.899.85,062Gaza Strip 

8.179.712.2100.0938North Gaza 

6.780.013.399.81,932Gaza

5.979.714.4100.0676Deir El-Balah 

8.480.710.999.6908Khan Yunis 

5.381.812.9100.0608Rafah
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Table (17): Differentials in the Prevalence of Breastfeeding Among Children (All children) Born 
in the Last Five Years Preceding the Survey by Region and Governorate, 2006

Breastfeeding Differentials

0-5

Percentage of 
children under five 
who ever breastfed

Mean duration of 
breastfeeding

Percent of Children 
0-5 Months 
Exclusively 
Breastfed

Region and 
Governorate

97.51326.5Palestinian Territory

97.21325.9West Bank 

97.91429.8Jenin

97.11410.4Tubas District 

97.61214.7Tulkarm 

97.61428.2Nablus

97.41338.5Qalqiliya 

95.91330.6Salfit

97.91235.3Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

98.51316.3Jericho and Al Aghwar 

96.21233.3Jerusalem 

98.71312.1Bethlehem  

96.71324.1Hebron

97.91427.2Gaza Strip 

97.11436.0North Gaza 

98.11421.2Gaza

98.51420.1Deir El-Balah 

97.71432.1Khan Yunis 

98.21425.2Rafah
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Table (18): Percentage Distribution of (0-12 months) in the Last Five Years Preceding the 
Survey Who Received Vitamin A and D During the 6 Months Preceding the Survey by Region 

and Governorate, 2006 

/
Receiving Vitamins A and D 

//
Received Vitamins 

A and D 
Did not 
Receive 

Vitamin A and 
D

Don’t
Know

Total

     
0-12

Number of 
Children     0-

12 months 

Region and 
Governorate 

26.669.63.8100.02,473Palestinian Territory 

39.457.03.6100.01,417West Bank 

18.380.80.9100.0120Jenin

29.470.60.0100.0*(34)Tubas District 

20.379.70.0100.074Tulkarm 

35.559.25.3100.0206Nablus

18.082.00.0100.061Qalqiliya 

54.345.70.0100.0*(46)Salfit

52.845.61.6100.0193Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

60.036.04.0100.0*(25)Jericho and Al Aghwar 

50.040.59.5100.0190Jerusalem 

42.154.53.4100.088Bethlehem  

40.056.33.7100.0380Hebron

9.486.54.1100.01,056Gaza Strip 

4.393.72.0100.0207North Gaza 

7.985.66.5100.0404Gaza

7.082.910.1100.0129Deir El-Balah 

20.579.50.0100.0185Khan Yunis 

9.290.00.8100.0131Rafah

 :*50*: No. of observations less than 50 cases                   
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Table (19): Percentage of Children Under Five Years Who Reported Diarrhea, and\or 
Pneumonia in the Two Weeks Preceding the Survey by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Children with 
Diarrhea Children with 

pneumonia 

Region and Governorate 

11.714.1Palestinian Territory 

11.514.5West Bank 

13.015.5Jenin

12.814.8Tubas District 

13.921.4Tulkarm 

13.214.6Nablus

15.810.9Qalqiliya 

8.214.2Salfit

7.96.9Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

13.810.8Jericho and Al Aghwar 

9.713.8Jerusalem 

14.113.2Bethlehem  

10.816.9Hebron

12.113.5Gaza Strip 

12.618.4North Gaza 

13.213.1Gaza

12.511.9Deir El-Balah 

11.711.8Khan Yunis 

8.010.2Rafah
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Table (20): Percentage of Children Under Five Years Who are Severely or Moderately Stunted 
by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Height for Age 

3

Below –2 SD Below –3 SD 

No of children 

Region and 
Governorate 

10.23.010,808Palestinian Territory 

7.92.46,135West Bank 

6.61.2655Jenin

6.70.7135Tubas District 

3.70.9        428    Tulkarm 

6.02.0888Nablus

4.52.1288Qalqiliya 

8.63.8185Salfit

6.92.7624Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

14.73.7107Jericho and Al Aghwar 

11.54.3649Jerusalem 

5.01.4441Bethlehem  

10.42.81,735Hebron

13.23.84,673Gaza Strip 

29.611.2857North Gaza 

8.92.01,786Gaza

9.83.0604Deir El-Balah 

11.23.5831Khan Yunis 

8.61.3595Rafah
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Table (21): Percentage of Children Under Five Years Who are Severely or Moderately Wasted 

by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Weight for Height 

3

Below –2 SD Below –3 SD 

No of children 

Region and 
Governorate 

1.40.310,808Palestinian Territory 

1.70.36,135West Bank 

 /0.60.0790    Jenin/ Tubas 

1.20.5428Tulkarm 

1.80.5888Nablus

1.70.0288Qalqiliya 

4.30.5185Salfit

0.80.2624Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

3.70.0107Jericho and Al Aghwar 

4.90.8649Jerusalem 

0.70.2441Bethlehem  

1.10.31,735Hebron

1.20.34,673Gaza Strip 

1.80.9857North Gaza 

1.10.21,786Gaza

1.70.8604Deir El-Balah 

0.60.2831Khan Yunis 

0.80.2595Rafah
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Table (22): Percentage of Children Under Five Years Who are Severely or Moderately suffer 
from Under-weight by Region and Governorate, 2006 

Weight for Age 

3

Below –2 SD Below –3 SD 

No of children 

Region and 
Governorate 

2.90.410,808Palestinian Territory 

3.20.46,135West Bank 

 /2.90.1790    Jenin/ Tubas 

1.40.0428Tulkarm 

2.30.3888Nablus

2.11.0288Qalqiliya 

6.01.1185Salfit

3.80.6624Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

6.41.9107Jericho and Al Aghwar 

5.50.2649Jerusalem 

0.90.0441Bethlehem  

3.50.61,735Hebron

2.40.34,673Gaza Strip 

3.70.8857North Gaza 

2.40.21,786Gaza

3.50.7604Deir El-Balah 

1.70.1831Khan Yunis 

0.80.0595Rafah
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Table (23): Percentage of Children Under Five Years of Age Whose Immunization 

Cards Were Seen by Region and Governorate, 2006

Children with Seen Cards Total Number of Children 
Region and 

Governorate 

66.712,292Palestinian Territory 

69.37,205West Bank 

74.3677Jenin

63.1141Tubas District 

78.4491Tulkarm 

73.6982Nablus

79.7305Qalqiliya 

59.7243Salfit

65.3887Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

73.0137Jericho and Al Aghwar 

65.01,046Jerusalem 

83.3473Bethlehem  

63.41,823Hebron

62.85,087Gaza Strip 

57.7944North Gaza 

66.61,941Gaza

76.9676Deir El-Balah 

47.9916Khan Yunis 

65.6610Rafah
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Table (24): Percentage of Children Aged (12-23) Months Whose Immunization Cards were seen 
and Received Selected Vaccines by Type of vaccine, Region and Governorate, 2006

Vaccine 

)( )
(

12-23

BCGPolio
(3rd dose) 

Measles DPT
(3rd dose)

Fully 
Immunized 

Number of 
Children 12-

23 months 

Region and 
Governorate 

99.198.996.798.796.51,894Palestinian Territory 

98.498.294.897.894.41,115West Bank 

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0129Jenin and Tubas 

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.093Tulkarm 

100.0100.097.5100.097.5157Nablus

100.0100.093.293.293.2*(44)Qalqiliya 

100.0100.097.097.097.0*(33)Salfit

100.0100.094.095.994.0149Ramallah & Al-Bireh 

100.0100.096.096.096.0*(25)Jericho and Al Aghwar 

87.285.978.293.675.2141Jerusalem 

100.0100.097.4100.097.477Bethlehem  

100.0100.097.898.197.8267Hebron

100.0100.099.4100.099.4779Gaza Strip 

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0141North Gaza 

100.0100.099.7100.099.7304Gaza

100.0100.099.2100.099.2120Deir El-Balah 

100.0100.099.1100.099.1111Khan Yunis 

100.0100.099.0100.099.0103Rafah

 : *50* : No. of observations less than 50 cases                                            
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Table (25): Percentage of Un- Married Youth Aged (15-29) Years Who Have Heard About 
Sexual Transmitted Diseases by Region, Age and Diseases, 2006

Diseases
 / /

SyphilisGonorrheaFungal
infectionsAIDSGenital 

warts

Age and Region

Palestinian Territory

15-1910.715.33.899.61.115-19

20-2415.216.25.599.71.920-24

25-2920.623.88.599.73.925-29

15-2913.316.64.999.61.715-29

West Bank

15-1913.114.54.899.61.115-19

20-2416.914.95.999.82.120-24

25-2923.825.810.71004.225-29

15-2915.716.15.999.71.815-29

Gaza Strip

15-196.916.62.299.51.215-19

20-2412.718.24.899.41.420-24

25-2914.4204.499.33.225-29

15-299.617.53.399.51.515-29
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Table (26): Percentage Distribution of Un- Married Youth (15-29) Years in Terms of Knowing 
About Puberty Changes, Region and Age, 2006 

Age and Region 

Palestinian TerritoryWest BankGaza Strip
15-19  20-24  25-29  15-29  15-19  20-24  25-29  15-29  15-19  20-24  25-29  15-29  

Knowledge 
About

Puberty 
Changes

Males 

91.9 93.996.293.1 88.591.295.490.696.097.697.9 96.7
Know Three 
Changes and 
more 

6.44.72.45.38.96.93.17.33.31.80.9 2.6Know Two 
Changes

1.41.31.21.42.31.71.21.90.50.61.2 0.6Know One 
Change

0.30.10.20.20.30.20.30.20.2 0.00.0 0.1Do Not Know 
Any Changes 

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100100.0100.0100.0100Total

Females 

85.687.5 87.086.383.685.084.184.088.891.891.7 89.8
Know Three 
Changes and 
more 

11.29.710.410.713.011.313.612.58.46.95.4 7.7Know Two 
Changes

3.12.62.62.93.43.42.33.42.61.32.9 2.3Know One 
Change

0.10.20.00.10.00.30.00.10.20.00.0 0.2Do Not Know 
Any Changes 

100.0100.0100.0100100.0100.0100.0100100.0100.0100.0100Total
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Table (27): Percentage Distribution of Un- Married Youth (15-29) Years in Terms of Connection 

to Media and Region, 2006 

Region

Palestinian 
Territory

West Bank Gaza Strip Media 

Reading Newspaper and 
Magazines 

13.715.2 11.4Daily 

33.428.441.0At Least Once a Week 

21.222.718.9Less than Once a Week 

31.733.728.7Not Reading at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

Watching T.V 

80.784.475.2Daily 

13.210.916.5At Least Once a Week 

2.62.03.5Less than Once a Week 

3.52.74.8Not Watching at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

Listening To Radio 

49.340.962.0Daily 

20.119.820.5At Least Once a Week 

8.49.66.5Less than Once a Week 

22.229.711.0Not Listening at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

6,4703,8762,594No. of Persons 
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Table (28): Percentage Distribution of Un- Married Youth Aged (15-29) by their Evaluation for 
their Health Status, Region and Sex, 2006

Region and Sex

Palestinian TerritoryWest BankGaza StripHealth Status

87.7 85.886.884.782.983.891.990.491.2Good

10.412.711.412.815.314.06.98.57.6Moderate

1.91.51.82.51.82.21.21.11.2Bad

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

3,5532,9176,4702,0771,7993,8761,4761,1182,594No. of Persons 

)29 :()60 (2006
Table (29): Percentage of Elderly Persons (60 years and over) by Practicing Daily Activities and 

Region, 2006 

Region

Palestinian TerritoryWest BankGaza Strip
Daily Practicing 

80.6 82.876.0 Pray at home  

28.728.728.7 Pray at Mosque 

41.640.941.9 Domestic Work 

46.147.745.3 Hospitality of Visitors 

8.78.58.9 Practicing Hobbies at Home 

5.84.06.7 Practicing Hobbies outside Home 

65.664.766.0 Watching T.V 

41.563.830.9 Listening to Radio 

6.76.26.9 Work

 /40.142.439.1 Visiting Family/ Relatives  

25.929.824.1 Shopping

0.70.20.9 Frequent on Geriatric homes 

1.60.62.1 Frequently Going To coffee shop 

2.31.92.5 Volunteer activities 

6.97.86.5 Others

1,6451,116529No. of persons 
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Table (30): Percentage of Elderly Persons (60 years and over) by the Ability of Practicing Daily 

Activities and Region, 2006 

Region

Palestinian TerritoryWest BankGaza Strip

Without
Help

Partial 
Help

Complete 
HelpWithout

Help
Partial 
Help

Complete 
HelpWithout

Help
Partial 
Help

Complete 
Help

Daily
Activities

85.2 7.87.086.96.46.7 81.510.97.6Using Toilet 

76.512.311.278.410.710.972.515.611.9 Bathing

80.611.08.482.19.98.077.413.49.2 Undressing/
Dressing 

84.48.86.885.78.06.381.510.67.9Going To 
Bed or Seat 

90.06.13.990.36.33.489.55.64.9Eating

30.823.046.230.122.147.832.424.942.7Domestic 
Working

33.418.048.632.519.148.435.415.449.2Shopping

)31 :()60 (
2006

Table (31): Percentage of Elderly Persons (60 years and over) who Suffer from physical 
Problems that  limit their daily Activities and Region, 2006 

Region

Palestinian TerritoryWest Bank Gaza Strip 
Problem 

61.262.259.4Moving Difficulties 

11.09.514.2Speech Difficulties 

23.622.825.3Memory Loss 

33.933.834.1Hearing Difficulties 

57.254.762.2Seeing Difficulties 

1,050698352No. of Persons Suffer 
Difficulties
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Table (32): Percentage of Elderly Persons (60 years and over) in Terms of Connection to Media 

and Region, 2006 

Region

Palestinian TerritoryWest Bank Gaza Strip 
Media 

Reading Newspaper and 
Magazines 

14.3 16.39.4Daily 

19.619.420.3At Least Once a Week 

22.122.421.3Less than Once a Week 

44.041.949.0Not Reading at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

Watching T.V 

62.470.844.8Daily 

11.68.817.6At Least Once a Week 

3.82.95.8Less than Once a Week 

22.217.531.8Not Watching at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

Listening To Radio 

35.1 29.846.2Daily 

12.89.819.1At Least Once a Week 

3.73.73.7Less than Once a Week 

48.456.730.9Not Listening at All 

100.0100.0100.0Total

1,6451,116529No. of Persons 
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Note for users 
 

- (0.0): Means that the percentage is less than 0.05%. 
 

- Due to high variance in some indicators, Tubas was merged with Jenin and Salfit with 
Qalqiliya.  

 
 



   

Preface 
 

The Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006 is the fourth in a series of surveys completed by 
the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) over a period of ten years. Beginning with 
the first survey in 1996, the second survey was completed in 2000, and the third in 2004, and 
the fourth in 2006. With the availability of the 2006 survey data, it becomes possible to 
examine time trends related to demography, fertility and maternal and child health in the 
context of changing population circumstances, and utilize such information in future policy 
making and planning endeavors. For the first time, the survey will enable us to disseminate 
the majority of the survey indicators at governorate level. 
 
 
The surveys is designed to collect, analyze and disseminate demographic and health data 
pertaining to the Palestinian population living in the Palestinian Territory, with a focus on 
demography, fertility, family planning and maternal and child health, in addition to youth and 
elderly. The 2006 survey also includes new sections and elements, such as basic health and 
socio-economic information on different groups within the population, and children less than 
five years, and children aged 2-14 years, children aged 5-17 years in addition to un-married 
youth aged 15-29 years and elderly people aged 60 years and over. It is hoped that by 
gradually introducing new sections into the Palestinian Family Health Survey, it can be 
transformed into a survey of all of the population. 
  
This report presents the preliminary results of the survey.  A comprehensive protocol for main 
findings of the survey and disseminating detailed results and analytical reports has been 
drafted.  The Micro data based on the survey will also be released soon after releasing the 
basic report. 
 
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics hopes that this report will enable planners and 
decision makers to carry out their duties of caring for and promoting health in the Palestinian 
Territory and inform decision and policy makers engaged in the comprehensive national 
development process in the country. 
 
 

  
  
  
 

Luay Shabaneh, 
President 
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 1. Survey objectives and methodology: 
 
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in cooperation with the Pan Arab Project for 
Family Health (PAPFAM), UNICEF and UNFPA are conducted the first Palestinian Family 
Health Survey in the year 2006.  The survey is part of a wide  regional survey that was 
conducted in many Arab countries which supervised by the State of Arab League, and include 
the core indicators of the Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS) supervised by UNICEF. 
 
The surveys is designed to collect, analyze and disseminate demographic and health data 
pertaining to the Palestinian population living in the Palestinian Territory, with a focus on 
demography, fertility, family planning and maternal and child health, in addition to youth and 
elderly. The 2006 survey also includes new sections and elements, such as basic health and 
socio-economic information on different groups within the population, and children less than 
five years, and children aged 2-14 years, children aged 5-17 years in addition to un-married 
youth aged 15-29 years and elderly people aged 60 years and over. It is hoped that by 
gradually introducing new sections into the Palestinian Family Health Survey, it can be 
transformed into a survey of all of the population. 
  
For the first time, the survey will enable us to disseminate the majority of the survey 
indicators at governorate level. 
 
Target population: 
The target population consisted of all Palestinian households that usually reside in the 
Palestinian Territory.   
 
Sample frame and sample design: 
The list of all Palestinian households has been constructed from the updated frame in 2003.  
The master sample was drawn to be used for different surveys.  
  
The sample type was a stratified two-stage random sample:  
First stage: 325 EAs were selected from all Palestinian Territory. 
Second stage: A systematic random sample of 40 households was selected from each 
enumeration Area (EA) in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.    
 
Due to the privacy of this survey, each EA was divided into two cells, the first one with 21 
households while the other with 19 households.  The first cell was prepared to collect the 
PAPFAM and MICS indicators, while the second was prepared to collect the MICS indicators 
only. It is worth to mention that there is no crosscutting between the two groups. 
 
In this survey all un-married youth aged 15-29 years and elder persons aged 60 years and over 
were enumerated, in addition, one child out of all children aged 2-14 years in each household 
was selected for child discipline part using Kish Table. 
 
Sample size: 
The number of the households in the sample was 13,238 households:  8,781 in the West Bank 
and 4,457 in Gaza Strip.  
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Survey Questionnaires: 
In this survey four questionnaires were used: 
The first questionnaire: This questionnaire was designed to collect PAPFAM and MICS 
indicators together, and it was collected from about 7,056 households.  The questionnaire was 
consisted of the following parts: 
 

- Household part: consisted household roster including demographic variables such as 
age, sex, date of birth, smoking, labor force status, education variables, disability, 
chronic diseases and others. In addition to child discipline section for children aged 2-
14 years, child labor for children aged 5-17 years and education section for persons 
aged 5-24 years. 

-  Dwelling part: including questions on housing conditions such as main drinking water 
source, iodized salt and other socio-economic indicators.  

- Women part: this part was designed to collect data from all ever-married women 15-
54 years old.  It consists of seven sections: Women general characteristics, 
Reproduction, Maternal care, Family planning and Desire for reproduction, Tetanus 
toxoid vaccination, Knowledge of STDs, Chronic disease and disease due to 
reproduction. 

- Child part: this part was designed to collect data from all children aged less than 5 
years, it consists of four sections: Child health and vaccinations, Early education, 
Birth registration, and Anthropometric measurements. 

 
The second questionnaire: This questionnaire was designed to collect MICS indicators only; 
it is part of the first one.  It was collected from about 6,182 households.  The questionnaire 
was consisted of all the parts mentioned above except: Chronic diseases in household part, 
and Knowledge of STDs in women part. This methodology was used in order to disseminate 
the data on these indicators at the governorate level. 
   
 
The third questionnaire: This questionnaire was designed to collect data from all un- 
married youth aged 15-29 years.  
 
 
The fourth questionnaire: This questionnaire was designed to collect data from all elderly 
persons aged 60 years and over.  
 
Data collection and Data processing: 
The fieldwork commenced on November 1st 2006 and was completed on January 20th 2007.  
While Youth and Elderly data collection was started on December 10th 2006 and lasted for 
March 20th 2007.  Data entry and data processing was started in parallel with data collection, 
and it is lasted for March 25th 2007 including youth and elderly data.  Cspro package was used 
for questionnaire programming and data processing.  
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Response rates: 
 

Number of households and eligible women, children, youth, elderly and response 
rates by region 

 

Sample and response rates Palestinian Territory West Bank Gaza Strip 

Number of households in the sample 13,238 8,781 4,457 

Number of households interviewed 11,661 7,700 3,961 

Response rates 88.0 85.5 93.1 
Number of Women aged 15-54 years in the 
sample 10,830 6,607 4,223 

Number of women interviewed 10,648 6,474 4,174 

Response rates 98.3 98.0 98.8 

Number of children under five in the sample 10,318 5,895 4,423 

Number of children interviewed 10,230 5,824 4,406 

Response rates 99.2 98.8 99.6 
Number of not married youth aged 15-29 years 
in the sample 7,470 4,700 2,770 

Number of youth interviewed 6,470 3,876 2,594 

Response rates 86.5 82.5 93.6 
Number of elderly persons aged 60 years and 
over in the sample 1,722 1,137 585 

Number of elderly interviewed 1,655 1,086 569 

Response rates 96.0 95.5 97.3 
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2. Main Findings: 
 
2.1 Dwelling characteristics: 
 
Initial analysis of the findings reveal that 62.7% of households use public water network, and 
9.0% use protected well, while 16.1% use gallons and mineral water, and 12.2% use other 
sources as illustrated in figure (1).  Data also showed that 87.8% of the households in the 
Palestinian Territory use safe source for drinking water, the percentage reaches its highest 
level in Jerusalem governorate (99.6%) and the lowest level in Deir El-Balah governorate 
(68.5%). 
 

Figure (1): Percentage distribution of households by source of drinking water 

62.7
9.0

16.1

12.2

public net work Well inside dwelling Gallons/Meneral water Other
 

  
Sanitation means:  
Data showed that 49.8% of the households owen toilet at their dwelling use public sewer 
system, while 48.6% use cesspool as a sewage disposal system, and 1.6% use other means.   
 
2.2 Fertility and Mortality:  
 
Initial analysis of the findings reveal that the average household size is 6.3 in the Palestinian 
Territory, 5.9 in the West Bank and 7.0 in Gaza Strip.  According to the initial data this size is 
the highest in Gaza, North Gaza and Rafah governorates (7.1), and it is the lowest in 
Jerusalem governorate (5.4).    
 
The median age at first marriage was 18.0 in the Palestinian Territory; the same figure was 
found in both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
 
Data showed that the Total Fertility Rate is 4.6 births per woman in the Palestinian Territory, 
4.2 births per woman in the West Bank and 5.4 births per woman in Gaza Strip. 
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Data also showed that the Infant Mortality Rate is 25.3 per 1000 live birth, and it is higher in 
Gaza Strip compared to West Bank (28.8 and 22.9) per 1000 live birth respectively.  On the 
other hand Child Mortality Rate reaches 28.2 per 1000 live birth, and it is higher in Gaza Strip 
compared to the West Bank (31.8 and 25.8) respectively.  Figure (2) shows IMR and CMR by 
sex. 
 

Figure (2): Infant and child mortality rates by sex 
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2.3 Public Health: 

 
Chronic Disease: 
For all ages, the data analysis revealed that 10.1% of surveyed persons reported suffering 
from at least one diagnosed chronic disease.  Reported of suffering from a diagnosed disease 
is higher among West Bank and among males as illustrated in figure (3). 
 

Figure (3): Persons with at least one chronic disease by sex and region 
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Smoking:  
Overall, 18.3% of surveyed persons 10 years old and over were reported as smokers.  20.9% 
in the West Bank and 13.7% in Gaza Strip.  Data showed that the highest percentage of 
smokers reported in Qalqiliya governorate (23.1%) and the lowest level in Khan Yunis 
governorate (12.1%). 
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Using Iodized Salt: 
Of the total surveyed households in the Palestinian Territory 85.7% consumed adequately 
iodized salt, 85.0% in the West Bank and 86.9% in the Gaza Strip.  Data showed that the 
highest percentage was in Salfit governorate (95.8%) and the lowest percentage was in Deir 
El-Balah governorate (78.8%). 
 
2.4 Maternal health: 
 
Using family planning method: 
The percentage of women (15-49) years old who reported currently using any family planning 
method was 50.2% for the Palestinian Territory, 54.9% for the West Bank and 41.7% for the 
Gaza Strip.  Data showed that Qalqiliya governorate reported the highest level (63.9%) while 
Khan Yunis is the lowest (36.9%).  Data showed that IUD is the most popular method 
(24.8%). 
 
Ante-natal care: 
Of the last birth that women reported having had during the past five years preceding the 
survey, 98.8% were reported as with mothers having received ante-natal care.  99.7% of these 
mothers consulted skilled health personnel for this care.  The mean of  health care visits 
during pregnancy was 7.8 visit.  Data does not show any variations among governorates. 
   
For these births acute headache during pregnancy is the highest complication that mothers 
suffer from, followed by upper abdominal pain as illustrated figure (5).  
 
 

Figure (4): Percentage of women who suffer from complications during pregnancy by 
problem 
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Delivery care: 
96.6% of these births took place in a health institution, these figures is the highest in Gaza 
Strip (98.9%) and the lowest in Qalqiliya governorate (88.7%). 3.4% of the births took place 
at homes or at check points, this percentage was the higher in West Bank (4.8%) compared to 
Gaza Strip (1.1%) and  in Qalqiliya governorate (11.3%) compared to other governorates.  
 
According to type of delivery, data showed that 75.9% reported as normal birth, and 15.0% 
requiring caesarean section.  The caesarean was higher in Jericho governorate (26.3%) 
compared to other governorates, while it was the lowest in Salfit governorate (12.3%). 
 
Received the tetanus toxoid: 
34.1% of women in the Palestinian Territory who had a live birth in the five years preceding 
the survey reported having received the tetanus toxoid during the past pregnancy; this figure 
is the highest among Gaza Strip women (44.6%) and among Deir El Balah women (51.0%). 
 
Post natal care: 
30.0% of mothers who reported on the last birth occurring during the past five years also 
reported that they have visited a specialist during the first six week post natal period, 29.7% in 
the West Bank and 30.5% in Gaza Strip. 
 
2.5 Child Health: 
 
Breastfeeding and exclusively breast-feeding: 
Reports of mothers indicate that of all children born during the past five years, 97.5% were 
breastfed. The mean duration of breastfeeding was 13.0 months.  Of children (0-5) months of 
age 26.5% were exclusively breast-fed, this figures is the highest among Qalqiliya children 
(38.5%) and the lowest among Tubas governorate (10.4%). 
 
Child Diseases: 
Of all children under 5 years old included this survey, 11.7% were reported as having had a 
diarrhea episode in the two weeks preceding the survey, with highest level in Gaza Strip 
(12.1%) compared to West Bank (11.5%) and among Qalqiliya governorate children (15.8%) 
compared to other governorates.  On the other hand data showed that of all children under 5 
years old included this survey, 14.1% were reported as having had pneumonia, the highest 
percentage was reported in Tulkarm governorate (21.4%) compared to other governorates.  
Figure (6) shows that the percentage of pneumonia is higher among males compared to 
females.   
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Figure (5): Percentage of children under five who suffer from diarrhea and/or 
pneumonia by sex 
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Vaccination coverage: 
Of those whose immunization card was seen, the following immunizations were received in 
children (12-23) month: polio (3rd dose) was 98.9%, DPT (3rd dose) was 98.7%, and 96.7% 
received immunization against Measles, and 99.1% received BCG vaccine.  Survey data 
showed that the percentage of children aged (12-23) months fully immunized was 96.5% in 
the Palestinian Territory, 94.4% in the West Bank and 99.4% in Gaza Strip, and it reaches its 
highest level in Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarm, and North Gaza governorates (100.0%) for each, 
while it was the lowest in Jerusalem governorate (75.2%).  On the other hand data showed 
that the percentage of males children who received all vaccines is higher than females as 
illustrated in figure (7). 
 

Figure (6): Percentage of children 12-23 months whom immunization cards were seen 
and received specific vaccines by type of vaccine and sex 
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Malnutrition: 
The data analysis also reveals that 10 out 100 children under five in the Palestinian Territory 
suffer from stunting; this percentage is higher in Gaza Strip (13.2%) compared to the West 
Bank (7.9%) and in North Gaza governorate (29.6%). The data analysis also reveals that 1.4% 
suffer from wasting. This percentage is higher in the West Bank (1.7%) compared to Gaza 
Strip (1.2%) and in Jerusalem governorate (4.9%) compared to other governorates .   
 
The data analysis also reveals that 2.9% suffer from underweight. This percentage is higher in 
the West Bank (3.2%) compared to the Gaza Strip (2.4%) and in Jericho and Al- Aghwar 
governorate (6.4%) compared to other governorates.  Figure (8) shows the prevalence of 
malnutrition by sex. 
 

Figure (7): Prevalence of malnutrition among children under five by sex 
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Birth registration:  
Data showed that 96.0% of children under 5 years have had birth certificate, 96.1% among 
males and 95.9% among females. 
 
Child discipline: 
The data analysis also reveals that 94.5% of children aged 2-14 years in the Palestinian 
Territory exposed to any psychological and physical aggression from their parents during the 
past three days preceding the day of interview.  Data showed that 92.9% exposed to 
psychological aggression, and 71.4% exposed to minor physical aggression, while 4.7% 
exposed to non-violent aggression (discipline).  

 
2.6 Un-married youth aged 15-29 years: 

 
The Household: 
Results showed increased awareness of youth about the suitable age of first marriage, where 
they think it’s 25 years for males and 20 years for females.  Youth considered personal trend 
is the preferred way to choose future partner at 78.2%.   
 
Education: 
Data showed that dropout for youth aged (15-29) years was 29.4% for male and 12.6% for 
females.  The main reason for not continuing education among youth males aged (15-29) 
years was getting weak school grades at 29.5%, while inability of families to cover education 
expenses was the main reason for females at 25.1%.  
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Health Status: 
Data showed that 17.0% of youth aged (15-29) years practice smoking; 28.1% for males and 
1.0% for females, and it’s at 21.0% in the West Bank compared with 9.8% in Gaza Strip.   On 
the other hand 13.2% of youth aged (15-29) years evaluate their health status moderate to bad, 
12.3% for males and 14.2% for females.   
 
Culture and Media: 
Data showed that 31.7% of youth did not read newspaper or journals at all, 33.7% in the West 
Bank and 28.7% in Gaza Strip.  While 80.7% of youth watch television, and 49.3% of youth 
listen to radio in a daily manner. 
 
Knowledge of Sexual Transmitted diseases (STD’s): 
Data showed that 99.6% of Youth aged (15-19) years have heard about AID’s.  No variations 
were reported among region. Results showed that only 69.3% of youth were able to state 
correctly two preventive measures  against AID’s; of which 66.5% in West Bank and 74.2% 
in Gaza Strip. 
 
Preparing young males/females for responsible parenting:  
Data showed that 91.9% of youth males aged (15-19) years identify three puberty changes 
and more occurred for males.  Against 85.6% of females identify three puberty changes and 
more occurred for females.  34.2% of males indicated that they learned these changes by 
themselves, while 25.7% of females said they had learned of these changes as part of the 
school curriculum. 
 
2.7 Elderly persons aged 60 years and over: 

 
The Household: 
 Results showed that 9.0% of elderly persons aged 60 years and over in the Palestinian 
Territory lives alone, of which 9.8% in the West Bank and 7.3% in Gaza Strip.  Also results 
showed that 18.9% of elderly persons who lives alone or with other family members indicated 
that their living conditions does not reach their satisfaction, of them 12.1% indicated that 
cramped living space is the main reason for their un-satisfaction.   

 
On the other hand, survey data showed that 13.6% of elderly persons indicate that their sons 
and daughters did not care them well, of which 12.6% in the West Bank and 15.4% in Gaza 
Strip.  Also 3.8% of them that their sons and daughters did not respect them, of which 3.6% in 
the West Bank and 4.3% in Gaza Strip. 
  
Health Status: 
Data showed that 14.8% of elderly persons suffer from at least on disability, of which 15.0% 
males and 14.6% females, and it is at 15.4% in the West Bank and 13.3% in Gaza Strip. 
 
15.5% of elderly practice smoking; 31.6% for males and 3.3% for females, and it’s at 16.4% 
in the West Bank compared with 13.4% in Gaza Strip.    
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64.5% of elderly suffer from at least one chronic disease; 55.1% for males and 72.1% for 
females, and it’s at 66.0% in the West Bank compared with 61.6% in Gaza Strip.    
 
On the other hand 20.5% of elderly persons evaluate their health status bad, 22.3% in the 
West Bank and 16.8% in Gaza Strip.   
 
Social services: 
Data showed that 31.7% of elderly persons did not receive any social services such as social 
care houses or health insurance, of which 34.8% in the West Bank and 25.1% in Gaza Strip. 
70.0% out of those did not receiving any social services indicated that their first priority is the 
availability of health insurance. 
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Concepts and Definitions 
 

AIDS: Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, a serious (often fatal) 
disease of the immune system transmitted through blood products 
especially by sexual contact or contaminated needles. 

BCG Vaccination: Vaccination through injection given to infants in the first month of 
life to protect against Tuberculosis, an infection caused by the 
bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis, affecting primarily the 
respiratory system and is spread by coughing and sneezing. 

Breast feeding Refers to the method of feeding infants and children, and is defined 
as a child having been fed breast milk directly from the breast or 
expressed. 

Diarrhea The passage of loose or liquid stools more frequently than is normal 
for the individual. Diarrhea may be defined as it is understood by 
respondents or mothers. The interviewers used the mother’s 
definition in this survey.  

DPT Vaccination: Combination vaccination against diphtheria, pertussis (whooping 
cough) and tetanus, usually given in a series of injections starting at 
2 months followed by 4 months then 6 months with a booster at 12 
months of age. 

Exclusive 
breastfeeding: 

Children aged 0-5 months who are being breastfed and have not 
received any other food or drink, except for vitamins and 
medications. 

Experience minor 
physical punishment: 

Children aged 2-14 years who exposed to the following during the 
past three days: shook, or hit on the bottom or elsewhere on the 
body with something like a belt, hairbrush, or using hands. 

Experience 
psychological 
aggression as 
punishment: 

Children aged 2-14 years who exposed to the following during the 
past three days: shouted, yelled at or screamed at, or called dumb, 
lazy, or another name like that. 

Experience only non-
violent aggression:  

Children aged 2-14 years who exposed to the following during the 
past three days: took away privileges, forbade something liked or 
did not allow to leave house, or explained why the behavior was 
wrong, or gave him something else to do. 

Family Planning 
Method 

It is a method used for delaying or stopping pregnancy. Modern 
methods include pill, IUD, Injection, Vaginal methods, Female 
Jelly, Female Sterilization, Male Sterilization and Condom. 

Fertility: The actual reproductive performance of an individual, a couple, a 
group or a population. 

  

Folic Acid tablets: Medication containing folic acid in the form of tablet to prevent or 
treat folic acid deficiency, especially during pregnancy. 

Health insurance Indemnity coverage against financial losses associated with 
occurrence or treatment of health problem. 
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Height for Age: 
 

This parameter reflects the achieved linear growth and its deficit 
indicates long-term cumulative inadequacies of health or nutrition. 
Two related terms are used when describing this parameter: length 
and stature. Length is the measurement while in a recumbent 
position and is used for children under 2 years of age, while stature 
refers to standing height. For simplification, the term height is used 
for both measurements in this report. Low height for age (below –
2SD of the NCHS/WHO reference) ranges from 5 to 65% among 
less developed countries. In low prevalence countries, it is most 
likely due to normal variation, i.e. shortness; in less developed 
countries it is likely to be due to a pathological process, resulting in 
stunting. A pathological process can be from the past or a 
continuous process. 

Iodized Salt: Food salt fortified with adequate amount of Iodine 15 ppm and 
above to prevent iodine deficiency disorder, including goiter in 
adults and children and mental handicap in children. 

Infant: A live-born child from the moment of birth through the 
completion of the first year. 

  

Infant Mortality 
Rate: 

The number of infant deaths under one year of age in a given year 
per 1,000 live births during the year. 

  

Iron Tablets: Medication containing iron supplement given in the form of tablet or 
syrup to prevent or treat iron deficiency anemia. 

Live Birth: A birth is considered live if the new born has shouted, cried, or 
shown any signs of life upon birth.

Malnutrition: 
 

Malnutrition means, “badly nourished” but it is more than a measure 
of what we eat, or fail to eat. Clinically, malnutrition is 
characterized by inadequate intake of protein, energy, and 
micronutrients and by frequent infections or disease. Nutritional 
status is the result of the complex interaction between the food we 
eat, our overall state of health, and the environment in which we live 
– in short, food, health and caring, the three “pillars of well-being”. 

Measles Vaccination Vaccination through injection given once at nine months of age to 
protect against measles, which is an acute and highly contagious 
viral disease occurring primarily in children. A second dose follows 
at 15 months of age combined with Rubella and Mumps vaccines 
called MMR.   

Nutritional Status: Nutritional status is the state of nutrition of individuals, and is one of 
the indicators of the level of development of a given country. 
Nutritional status is linked to the availability and type of food 
consumed, food habits and practices as well as the level of poverty 
in a given society. It is usually assessed using anthropometric 
parameters and growth (weight, height, that is, wasting and stunting) 
body mass, as well as dietary intake of selected foods important for 
growth and good nutrition. 
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Oral Rehydration 
Solution (ORS): 

Solutions for the prevention of dehydration in infants and children. 
Those are either commercially produced sachets or tablets or can be 
prepared at home with home fluids that contain both salt and 
nutrients. 

Polio Vaccination Vaccination by oral drops against an acute infection that can cause 
paralysis in children. It has the same schedule as DPT in children 
less than 5 years with the addition of two injectable doses given at 1 
and 2 months of age. 

Reproductive Health Reproductive health is defined by WHO as a state of physical, 
mental, and social well-being in all matters relating to the 
reproductive system at all stages of life. Reproductive health implies 
that people are able to have the capability to reproduce and the 
freedom to decide if, when, and how often to do so. Implicit in this 
are the right of men and women to be informed and to have access 
to safe, effective, affordable, and acceptable methods of family 
planning of their choice, and the right to appropriate health-care 
services that enable women to safely go through pregnancy and 
childbirth. 

Persons with chronic 
diseases: 

Any person who suffer from at least one medically diagnosed 
chronic disease and receive continuous treatment for that disease. 

Safe drinking water: Water piped into the dwelling, a public tap, a well or borehole with 
pump and mineral water. 

Suspected 
pneumonia:  

Children 0-59 months who suffer from cough during the past two 
weeks preceding the survey with quick breaths or have difficulty 
breathing due to problem in chest or both problem in chest and 
blocked nose.

Smoker The individual (10 years old and over) who smokes one cigarette or 
more a day including pipe and narghileh smokers. 

Tetanus A life-threatening disease caused by toxins produced by the 
bacterium Clostridium tetani, which often grows at the site of a cut 
or wound. Tetanus usually occurs after an acute injury, such as a 
puncture wound or laceration that has been contaminated with dirt 
containing the clostridium spores.  

Under-Five 
Mortality: 

The proportion of children born alive who die before reaching their 
fifth birthday. 

  

Vitamin A/D: It is drops of vitamin A and D.  They one given to children from 
birth until one year age by Maternal Child Health clinics, which they 
belong to the Ministry of Health. It is not given by UNRWA clinics. 

Weight for Age: 
 

This parameter is influenced by both the height and weight of the 
child. It reflects the long and short-term health of an individual or 
population. Lightness and underweight have been used to describe 
normal and pathological processes. High weight for age is not used 
to describe obesity. 
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Weight for Height: 
 

This parameter reflects body weight to height. Its use carries the 
advantage of requiring no knowledge of age. However it is not a 
substitute for the other indicators. Low weight for height is called 
thinness if normal or wasting if pathological and can reflect a recent 
or chronic condition. Prevalence in non-disaster areas is around 5%. 
Lack of evidence of wasting in a population does not imply the 
absence of current nutritional problems. 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 




